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Altered Books/Neon Words 

Instructor: Marge Pellegrino 

Marge Pellegrino, an award-winning author and teaching artist, regularly 
invites students of all ages to be inspired in their writing through a variety 
of trans-media techniques. Altered Books is a favorite. This technique uses 
discarded books as a medium for creative explorations.  

Over the course of the two days, students will experience the synergy that 
comes from responding to both visual-spatial and literary springboards. 
They'll have the opportunity to try three different ways to alter their books: 
wrap techniques that focus on manipulating the outside of the book, folding 
and sculpting methods that use structure to create three-dimensional art, 
and content approaches that make space for their writing or artwork. 
Students can tear, cut, sew, bead, glue and collage. Within the altered 
books there will be room for students found poems, memories, or flights of 
fiction--places to capture content for self-discovery. Joan Didion describes 
this process as all-important: “I write entirely to find out what I'm thinking, 
what I'm looking at, what I see and what it means. What I want and what I 
fear." Students will be able to inspire each other during periodic sharing 
times for those who wish to show and talk about their work. 

This workshop is designed for creative explorers, anyone interested in 
nurturing both their visual and literary excursions. Experienced writers as 
well as novices will feed their craft and find an inspiring variety of 
opportunities to explore on the page. Students will engage in play that 
illuminates, validates and holds the power to heal. 

Marge has facilitated expressive arts workshops since 1991. As the 
programming director of the Owl & Panther project of The Hopi 
Foundation, she has served refugee families impacted by torture, trauma 

and traumatic dislocation for the last fourteen years. The White House honored her Word Journeys Program with its 
Coming Up Taller Award for excellence in afterschool programming. The program, offered through the Pima County 
Public Library, ran for twelve years. 

Marge has been writing for more than three decades. Her essays, articles and poetry have been published in 
magazines, literary journals and books. Her nonfiction earned an AZ Press Club Award and her poetry won a SandScript 
prize. Her novel Journey of Dreams won the Judy Goddard Award for young adult literature, and earned a spot on honor 
lists including Smithsonian Notable Books, Kirkus Best Books, Southwest Books of the Year 2009 and Americas Award 
Commended List, 2010. Marge is a member of PaperWorks: The Sonoran Collective for Paper and Book Artists and 
regularly pushes her practice by taking as well as facilitating expressive arts programs in libraries, community settings 
and at conferences. For more information about Marge, visit her web-site: http://margepellegrino.com/journal/. 

Dates: February 19 - 20, 2015    
Location: CPAC 
Fee: $90 
Time: 10 AM - 4 PM (bring a sack lunch) 
Material Fee: $8 for paints, papers and other collage materials, shaving cream, beads, and ephemera. 
Last Day to Register: February 13, 2015 
Registration Forms and Supplies List: Available at CPAC, at our web-site at http://www.performingartscenter.org/
programs/adult-education-2/ or by contacting Susan Ettl at ettlsusan@gmail.com or at 949-291-7001.  
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